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RCFL Collaborates with UpWorks 
 May 2021

New RCFL Staff from UpWorks, Kevin
(top), Stacey (middle) and Anah

(bottom)

In May, we collaborated with UpWorks, a Northside nonprofit that offered transformational
programs to create stability for people enduring crisis such as addiction, sexual abuse and more.
They did so through their Empowering Adults, PACE, and Enriching Schools programs.

For RCFL, this meant we on-boarded a few new faces to support us in fulfilling our mission:

Pastor Kevin Saunders is our Chief Housing Officer, and brings the flagship program of
Empowering Adults to RCFL. He is integrating it into the housing programming we already offer. 

Pastor Stacey Jones over sees Venture North Bike and Coffee shop as the Chief Youth
Development Officer. Stacey brings the PACE program to incorporate into the youth outreach
programming at Venture North. 

Anah Kloos supports RCFL's Executive Director, Veronica Hawman, as the Executive Assistant.

By implementing these new programs, RCFL will have a more powerful impact on our participants
and the broader community. 



Venture North 
Garage Sale

Thank you to all who volunteered and came to our garage sale on Friday, June 4 and Saturday, June 5. We sold over 70 bikes and
many parts. This sale opened up space in our shop for new inventory and essential supplies. Thank you to Brake Bread and
Roastery 7 for showing up in support of this event! 

Youth trying out bikes at the garage saleJasmine with her new bike

Reopening the Shop 
Friday, June 18

On Friday, June 18, Venture North reopened its doors after months of reimagining the space and programming. Under the
leadership of Stacey Jones, our Chief Youth Development Officer, the shop has a bright future ahead in offering more resources
and opportunities to the community. 

Venture North Hours
 Thurs. - Sat. 8AM - 2 PM

Venture North Staff Daunte, Stacey and Abe with the first reopening customer 

Stacey (middle) with two excited customers 



Venture North
10 Year Anniversary Party

On Wednesday, June 30, we gathered together to celebrate
10 years of Venture North. With over 70 people in
attendance, we raised more than $10,000! Thank you to all
of our partners, supporters, and donors who believe in the
mission of Venture North. 

For the past decade, Venture North has served as a
Northside bike shop, offering fantastic bike service and
coffee, youth leadership and workforce development
opportunities. With this rich history, we are excited for the
new and updated programs, starting this summer, under
the leadership of our new Chief Youth Development
Officer, Stacey Jones. 

Stacey Jones speaking at the 10 Year Anniversary Party 

RCFL board chair, Dawn Johnson and Director of Donor
Development, Bex Klafter

Some of Venture North's youngest supporters enjoying Royal Foundry's bike track

Barb, Steve, Tom & Dale at the 10 year anniversary party



16-Plex Updates
Beautifying our Buildings 

Over the past few months, under the leadership of our Chief Housing Officer, Kevin, the 16-Plex has undergone renovations.
These renovations include: adding new entry and back security doors, a new washing machine and dryer, four new steel
apartment doors, a fresh coat of paint in the basement, and installing security lights outside. 

These additions increase the security of the building and safety of our tenants. We offer a safe space for our tenants to call
home and are actively improving the livability of these spaces. Through these intentional changes, we are building and
strengthening community within the 16-Plex. 

Kevin says, "I've had detailed conversations with many of the 16-Plex tenants to both hear their story and create authentic,
trustworthy relationships with them. " These renovations have positively impacted our transformative housing program.

16 Plex front entrance  New locks, security camera and fresh coat of paint in the front entrance

New washing machineRepainted basement walls, ceiling and doors



What are your plans after LVC?

I'll be moving back to Austin and will
pursue a master's degree in Social
Work at the University of Texas. I'm
really excited to get started but will
miss North Minneapolis!

What was your favorite moment
at RCFL?

There have been so many wonderful
moments with RCFL, but one of my
favorites was Venture North's 10th
Anniversary party. It was so much
fun to see everyone in person and
celebrate an amazing milestone for
Venture North.

What has it been like living and
working in NMPLS?

It has been such an exciting and fun
year living and working in North
Minneapolis! I have really enjoyed
getting to know the area and
community. 

What are your plans after LVC?

I plan to move to Lacrosse for the
next year and then eventually plan to
move back to the cities for seminary.

What advice do you have for future
volunteers?

It's more fun to be involved!

What lessons and skills have you
learned?

I learned photography and graphic
design fundamentals as well as
general customer service skills during
my time at RCFL and Venture North. 

Last August, RCFL welcomed two LVCers Libby,
RCFL's Administrative Assistant and Abe, Venture
North's Assistant. In April 2021, RCFL welcomed
LVCer Johnny to the team as another Administrative
Assistant. 

Over the past eleven months, our LVCers have
helped uplift our mission by helping create events
and support our programming. Though we are sad
to see them leave, we are excited for their bright
futures! 

Goodbye to Our Lutheran Volunteer Corps Volunteers

RCFL LVCers (left to right): Libby, Johnny, and Abe

Libby Olson Johnny Lamont Abe Espe

What are your plans after LVC? 

I am moving to Boston, where I'll re-
insulate energy-inefficient buildings
during the week, and block-walk in
support of affordable public housing
on weekends.

What is your favorite moment at
RCFL?

My favorite moment at RCFL was
meeting our community at the
Venture North 10th anniversary
party. It was so wonderful to finally
meet you all in person!

What has it been like living and
working in NMPLS?

I have loved living in the Harrison
neighborhood, even if the pandemic
has kept me from connecting with my
neighbors as much as I wanted. I will
especially miss walking to all the
parks in the area with my friends. 



Backyard Cookout

With the help from our partner, Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Eden Prairie, we successfully hosted our first summer backyard
cookout this year! We had over 65 people gather in Redeemer's
backyard for an evening of food, games, and community. 

We hope to see you at our upcoming Cookouts on Tuesday, July 27
and Tuesday, August 24!

Tuesday, June 22

Join us every Sunday
(weather dependent)
from 1-4 PM in
Redeemer's community
garden. The garden has
been going strong with
consistent volunteers
and promising sprouts.  

Redeemer Community Garden
Sundays 1-4PM

Volunteers from Immanuel Lutheran Church

Cookout attendees

Malachai enjoying a hot dog at the first Cookout of the summer!

Garden volunteers



Contact the Health Commons
on their Facebook page 

‘Health Commons at the Living
Room’

A Taste of African Heritage: Join an online nutrition
and cooking program with our partner, M Health
Fairview, happening for 6 weeks starting August
10th. Contact Bertha 763-843-9988 or Angela 651-
529-6003 to join! 

Upcoming Events and More

Health Commons Happenings

Come to the Redeemer Community Garden (lot
behind Venture North) for a fun evening of pizza
making after an afternoon of gardening on Sunday,
Aug. 29 from 4-7PM. Ingredients and drinks will be
provided. 

Volunteer with Us!
Fill out this form to volunteer with us for upcoming
events and other ways to stay involved.

Garden Work Days
Join us in the Redeemer Community Garden every
Sunday from 1-4PM to harvest and tend the garden!

Backyard Cookouts
Join us in Redeemer's backyard for our second
cookout of the summer on Tuesday, July 27 from 5-
7PM! The third cookout will be Tuesday, August 24
from 5-7PM. 

Garden Movie Night
Come to the Redeemer Community Garden (lot
behind Venture North) on Friday, July 30 at 8:30PM
for a sunset movie. Drinks and popcorn will be
provided. 
 

Garden Pizza Party

Mark your calendars for the RCFL Annual Fundraising Gala
happening on Saturday, September 25 at 7PM. This
virtual event celebrates the 23rd year of RCFL offering
opportunities and resources to the Harrison community.

RSVP at https://ve.ahgive.com/ve/6B3QQNY8/signup

RCFL 2021 Annual Gala

2020 Annual Report
Our 2020 Annual Report is published! Read the full
report here! 

https://www.facebook.com/healthcommonsatthelivingroom/
https://www.redeemercenter.org/volunteer
https://ve.ahgive.com/ve/6B3QQNY8/signup
https://732c474d-1392-41d6-be05-ca6f83f972a9.filesusr.com/ugd/a831e0_1b475cce6dd241669a45e82cf6c553dd.pdf

