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We were each called to
this place,
this time and this season,
You may not yet know the
rhyme or reason,
You may not feel, think, or
believe in
the same things I believe
in, but we’ve been asked
to show up.
...
Show up to answer a
prophetic call to justice,
to transform the soul and
the bodily world the soul
inhabits.
Show up with all your
awkwardness and bad
habits;
show up with your doubts
and questions, knowing
here you can ask them;
show up with your
wounds and scars,
knowing we all have
baggage,
but this is a place where,
together,
we can unpack it.

*Excerpt from Joe Davis’ Show Up
Visit JoeDavisPoetry.com for more.

This is no coincidence, you
are not here by accident,
you are here to share the
stories of your sacred
passage,
you are the only you there
ever has been.

Letter from the Executive Director

There is an inscription on a federal building in our nation’s capital that states, “The past is prelude to the future.”
Twenty years ago members from Redeemer Congregation surveyed neighborhood residents with the question “what
they wanted for their neighborhood.” They heard three things, the desire for youth development, affordable housing,
and employment opportunities. The desires of those neighborhood residents served as prelude to Redeemer Center for
Life delivering a myriad of neighborhood-based services, including Milda’s Café, 27 housing units, Venture North Bike
and Coffee, cookouts, block party and Health Commons and more. The best outcome of these activities and services is
what Martin Luther King’s dream, “Beloved Community.” In each dish served at Milda’s, each bike sold and donated
at Venture North, conversation at the weekly summer cookouts and Annual Block Party is testimony to the vision of
beloved community.
At Redeemer Center for Life we recognize that beloved community also carries with it the commitment to equity and
inclusion. Redeemer Center for Life began after asking residents what they wanted for their community. Our past
serves as prelude to a better future in North Minneapolis. Within this annual report you will see pictures and stories of
young people at their first jobs, housing tenants expressing the importance of the stability and support they receive
from our community, and artists exploring what it means to experience home in Harrison.
Through our many and diverse programs, community events, staff and volunteer dedication, we continue to invest in
the vibrancy and diversity of Minneapolis’ Northside and we have much to be thankful for. Last year Redeemer Center
for Life employed more than twenty young people, many for whom it was their first job. Throughout the year, we had
many accomplishments igniting positive change in North Minneapolis. We invite you to take a look at our annual
report for highlights from our 20th year.
Thanks to an incredible board, staff and volunteers, RCFL partners and supporters,
we celebrate our place-based witness to beloved community. We are bold to state
that with your support we might also translate, past as prelude to the future to mean,
“You ain’t seen nothing yet.”
Sincerely, Pastor Kelly Chatman

Community engagment
directs Our Vision
It is the core of our organizational culture, and the primary source of RCFL’s vision, strategy and evolution. Evidence of
our vision at work shines when we show up and gather in beloved community, when we come together for summer
cookouts, Redeemer’s Annual Block Party, and homemade pizza fired in the Harrison-Redeemer outdoor community
bread oven. Together we dance it out through zumba in the fellowship hall and stretch it out through yoga in the
Redeemer Living Room. We connect neighbors with health consultations, education, and resources for health and
hope by way of the Fairview Health Commons drop-in wellness center. There is magic that happens when together
we harvest greens from the community garden to be shared at the annual Redeemer Soul Food Dinner, when we are
carried away by stunning local talent at each and every Open Mic, and when we celebrate the joy of Christmas at our
annual Christmas Store. Throughout all that we do at RCFL, the ways in which we gather both organically and by way
of intentional program, we invest in the people of this North Minneapolis community. Redeemer Center for Life serves
as an agent of hope and transformation; to preserve a vibrant community in the Harrison Neighborhood and broader
North Minneapolis.

For 20 years,
we have committed to
Youth Engagement through
leadership development
and workforce training
programs
With a sense of trust in our community and a
lasting support network from peers and mentors,
youth come away from our programs equipped
to become community leaders. RCFL youth
are showing up for their communities with
innovation, leadership, and promise.

All-in-the-Circle Summer Camp
For our second consecutive summer, RCFL partnered with Minnesota Interfaith
Power and Light’s All in the Circle Creative Arts and Nature Camp, designed to
give children the opportunity to fall in love with the earth and to co-create a
culture of kindness.
Elementary and middle school age children explored Theodore Wirth Park,
explored the arts with Redeemer’s Artist in Residence, and participated in
multicultural music classes led by master teacher Fatawu Sayibu of Northern
Ghana. Daily debriefs supported leadership development for the high schoolaged counselors.

Campers learning to canoe during a
rainy day at Theodore Wirth Lake with
All-in-the-Circle Summer Camp.

Youth Leaders
in partnership with
the community
Northside Leadership Council (NLC)
In Youthbanks around the world, young people engage in a youth-led process
to address what they feel to be the most pressing public issues affecting them.
Together they work to recruit a diverse group of peers, conduct research on
local community issues facing youth, promote a call for grants, interview
applicants, issue grants, evaluate the results, celebrate their achievements,
and then start this cycle all over again.
The 2017-18 NLC grant cycle, “Welcome to the K.R.I.B.!” (Keepin it Real Is
Best), was developed by six young adults in North Minneapolis, and centered
on discovering identity in a safe space. The total $2300 was awarded to
projects that directly invested in the North Minneapolis community.

Step Up Minneapolis
Committed to empowering local
youth, RCFL hosted 19 City of
Minneapolis Step Up interns.

Green Garden Bakery’s youth yoga
class funded by The Northside
Leadership Council.

Over an eight-week period interns
gained work experience, participated
in career development workshops,
practiced financial acumen, and
discovered imperative leadership
skills. We ground the Step Up intern
experience in both job community
engagement. In addition to getting
job training, we will be grounding
the interns in what it means to be
part of the RCFL community and
mission for inclusive development in
the Harrison neighborhood.

19 interns
6 bike mechanics
2 baristas
2 grounds engineers
9 youth leaders
8 weeks

3,496

workforce development hours

Start Here, Go Anywhere
Jennifer’s Story
Jennifer, a high school junior and
one of Venture North’s stellar coffee
baristas, first came to RCFL through
Step Up Minneapolis as an intern
with the Health Commons at the
Living Room in summer 2017.

me. And then they get psyched out
because they realize ‘Oh! There’s a
bike shop back there?’ or ‘Oh! There’s
a coffee shop back there?’ I love
people’s reactions!”

“Even after I leave, I hope to stay
involved with Venture North. I want
to stay involved because it’s a good
place for opportunities and meeting
new people. I’ve had people tell me
about internships, jobs, and different
From her work at RCFL, Jennifer has
programs related to my interests. I
After a fantastic summer as an intern developed career skills, including
know that I can always come back
with the Health Commons, Jennifer
communication, customer service,
and that I won’t leave it behind but
again worked as
be cheered
“I
love
seeing
new
faces
everyday
and
watching
a Step Up intern
on.”
for the following
them experience Venture North and Redeemer”
summer—this
RCFL and
time as a coffee barista at Venture
and project management, and
Venture North employ young
North. During the fall of 2018,
found a supportive community
adults not just to facilitate essential
Jennifer began as year-round barista, amongst peers and mentors. She will workforce development but also to
part-time during the school year.
take these career skills to her next
give them a place to learn, grow, and
opportunities.
feel a sense of safety and belonging.
“I love seeing new faces everyday
Jennifer exemplifies the possibilities
and watching them experience
Currently a junior in high school,
we create when we invest in youth
Venture North and Redeemer. I also
Jennifer will apply to college this fall leadership, workforce development,
like making coffee, especially when
to study visual art and marine biology and community engagement; she
people actually like it and they tell
and aspires to be a full time artist.
will truly start here and go anywhere.

Bikes, Coffee, and vibrant
community engagement at
Venture North
A full-service bike and coffee shop
owned and operated by RCFL,
Venture North combats North
Minneapolis’ economic disadvantage
by employing local residents
(training professional mechanics and
top-notch baristas). This social
venture engages neighborhood
youth with rich summer programs
and serves as the only Northside bike
shop.
Venture North prioritizes increasing
racial, economic, and gender equity
within the biking community. We
show this commitment through
programs like Tuesday Open Shop
(a weekly, volunteer-led opportunity
free for members of the community
to learn how to fix and maintain their
bike) and the Earn-A-Bike camps
(designed for elementary and middle
school aged children to learn basic
bike maintenance and safety, as
well as earning a free bike, lock, and
helmet upon completion).
Venture North reinvests in the
community through workforce
development, youth leadership, and
vibrant community engagement.

Shae Turner, shown truing a wheel,
started at Venture North through the
Lutheran Volunteer Corps in 2016.

The shop is steadily becoming a
self-sustaining business and in
2018, presented at the largest active
transportation and placemaking
conference in North America.

Shop Stats

176
767
8,871
10,249

Open Shop hours

Tune-ups

Coffees

Sales

Events

3
45
6
3

Earn-A-Bike camps

Earn-A-Bike participants

Community festivals

Slow Roll community bike rides

“What I like about Redeemer
is that you can grow as an
individual and a leader and
you can go from a barista to a
youth coordinator.”
Jasmine “Jazz” Greene

“When I left Mexico and we
moved to Minnesota, it was just
my family... The people I’ve met
here make me feel at home, even
though home is thousands of
miles away.”
Nestor Garcia Resident since 2013

Directly addressing the need
for attainable housing in the
Harrison neighborhood
RCFL provides 26 living units: 16
efficiencies, 7 two- & three-bedroom
apartments, 1 duplex, and 2 singlefamily homes. Securing stable,
affordable housing is essential for the
health, confidence, and overall wellbeing of individuals and families.
Housing stability within this
supportive community allows our
residents the capacity to thrive within
community, family, and work.

growing gentrification of North
Minneapolis further exacerbates
the challenge of finding attainable
housing opportunities. As marketrate rents displace residents and
push them further into housing
insecurity, low-income young adults
and families are especially put at risk
for homelessness.

Most residents come to RCFL with
experiences of housing insecurity. In
general, North Minneapolis renters
have a history of high mobility
and housing instability along
with disproportionately frequent
predatory rental experiences. The

For some residents, RCFL provides
a second chance at housing
stability and the establishment of a
successful rental history. For young
people who might otherwise be
homeless or ineligible for housing,
the RCFL Housing and Transition
(HAT) program provides attainable
housing, social service referrals, and
one-to-one mentorship that directly

Living Units

Individuals Housed

supports successful transitions to
independence. With careful attention
to the safety and care of all residents,
RCFL also provides housing to people
with a criminal history as they reenter community life.
RCFL housing offers walkingdistance access to the community
garden, Harrison-Redeemer outdoor
community bread oven, Venture
North, the Health Commons, and
the rich programming that happens
throughout.
Residents at RCFL are held in
a culture of support, within an
organization that walks with them
as they find stability. Beyond shelter,
housing at RCFL is community.

Occupancy

Recognizing the profound
power of art to lift up the
voices of the community
At Home in Harrison: Housing Security and the Arts
In response to demographic and
commercial changes in Harrison,
RCFL launched At Home in Harrison:
a creative project aimed to position
community members for housing
security.

homeownership or a right-sized
or more secure rental opportunity.
Tenants exiting Redeemer housing
to secure a next lease or buy a home
will leave vacancies on Redeemer’s
campus for renters seeking highlyaffordable leases.

At Home in Harrison works to
preserve and expand affordable
housing, mitigate displacement, and
inspire residents to invest long-term
in the Harrison neighborhood and its
current diverse community.

From plays staged in houses to
posting yard signs that identify
unconventional property assets, these
various theatre arts interventions
worked to erode neighborhood
stratification and establish new
relationships. Through these events,
local artists and community leaders
asked the neighborhood to identify
and characterize their experiences
with gentrification and to explore
what home means to each of them.
With a desire to retain long-term
residents, each artist organizer
applied their ArtPlace stipend toward
an identified housing transition
goal such as returning to Harrison,
moving from a shared space with
roommates to more independent
living, and rebuilding credit
and saving for a down payment.
Redeemer will continue to position
interested buyers in Harrison for

ShaVunda Brown performing at the
first At Home in Harrison event.

The Gentleman Artist works on a
portrait. He offers free painting lessons
to all ages and skills levels.

Artists-in-Residence

Katherine Parent
“Redeemer gave me trust and love to learn what I was
doing. [Being an Artist in Residence] encouraged me
to do a lot of community listening and relationship
building ... My goal as I learn more about facilitating
and teaching art is to find creative ways to invite people
into their creative work.”

The Gentleman Artist
“Since being here, I’ve realized that the sky’s the limit.
Just by being here … I can relate and be a mentor
because painting is something that breaks walls and
breaks barriers. People come together ... That’s how
I connect with people… I invite people to come and
paint. I want to help people discover their talents.”

Celebrating 20 Years with a
Fundraising Gala
In 2018 we hosted a fundraising gala in celebration of RCFL’s 20th Anniversary, and it was a huge
success! With amazing musical performances and powerful personal stories, we came together as a
community and celebrated twenty years responding to the neighborhood’s call for more attainable
housing, youth leadership programming, employment and workforce development opportunities.
The generous support of all who joined us in celebration could be felt throughout the room--heard in
laughter and cheers, seen in smiles across faces, and evidenced in inspiring financial gifts. We were
overjoyed as we exceeded the financial goal set for the gala, as well as our year-end goals!
The generous support and partnership of so many donors and volunteers enable RCFL to fulfill its
mission to serve as an agent of hope and transformation as well as to preserve a vibrant community
in the Harrison neighborhood and broader North Minneapolis. The following lists include all donors
who made a controbution throughout 2018.
Thank you!

2018 Donors and Strategic Community Partners
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Richard & Sharon Aadalen
Lynn Abrahams
Judith Andersen
Diane Anderson
Gary & Bonnie Anderson
Kari Lynn & Kari Anderson
John Anderson
Shelby Andress
Margot & Paul Andress
Ed & Sandra Aubitz
Daniel Balach & Lara Ciganko Balach
Ruth Bannerman
Samuel & Martha Bardwell
Lana Barkawi
Sarah Batz
Paul & Dianne Beckman
Daniel Yetzer & Laurie Beckman Yetzer
James Behnke
Christine Belfrey Johnson
Robin Bell
Jeff Benny
Thomas & Paula Benson
Lois Bergquist
Jeffrey Bertelsen & Marquita Matthes-Bertelsen
William Binder
Norman Bjornnes
John & Barbra Bohnsack
Karen Boyum

Lonnie & Doris Branch
Amy Brandt
Maura Brown
Caroline Brown
John Bueche
Karl & Nancy Cambronne
Carolyn & Rufus Campbell
Rynda Carlis
Jill Chamberlain
Rondi Charleston
Babette Chatman
Kelly & Cheryl Chatman
Glenn Choquette
Randall Christy
Jon & Donna Clark
Melissa & Erik Clarke Larson*
Curtis & Mary Coats
M. & P.J. Cossette
Lucas Cusack
Ann & Nathan Dahl
Blythe Davis
Yolanda Denson-Byers
Carrie & Brian Determan
Bill & Maggie Dexheimer Pharris
Arvid Dixen
Gabrielle Doby
Loretta Docken
Kim Doyle
Dawn Dresser

John Dunham
Dennis Edwards
Michael & Lisa Egan
Barry & Sandra Eliason
John Engberg
Dale Erickson
Elaine Eschenbacher
Bob & Nancy Farnham
Ali Ferin
Steve & Rita Fiebiger
Thomas & Siri Fiebiger
Lonna Field
Genevieve Finseth
Jennifer & Jake Flaa*
Dale & Sara Forsberg
Quinn Gaalswyk
Christopher Goeden
Kent Goodroad & Irene Fernando
Rich & Marijo Graversen
Bob & Barbara Griffin
Nan Grube
Steve & Barb Gurney
Chapin Hall & Deb Garvey
Peggy Hall Beatty
Mark & Ione Hanson
Wendi Harmsen
Charlotte Hartwig
Roland Hayes
Sandra Heidemann

Daniel & Ruby Heiden
Mary Hess
Kyra Hill
Eric & Kirsten Hoffer
Robert & Lynne Holst
Kirsten & Peter Horstman
Mary Jo & Bill Huelle
Sara Huelle
Philip & Heather Hussong
Steven & Deb James
Daniel Johnson
Cari Johnson
Nathan Johnson
Julia Joseph-Di Caprio
Renee Joyce
Phil Jubert
Paul Juntilla
Beatrice Kanake
Larry W Karkela
Kelly & Paul Kautz
Kala Keefe
Charles & Linda Kelly
Joan Kirkwood
David Klafter
Kevin Klipstein
Richard Hill & Mary Lahr Hill
Sherri Larson
Katie Laux
Joe Lees & Katy Ross
LaTanya Lewis
Jean Lindahl
Joe Lindell & Anne Selbyg
David Litsey
Steve Lomen & Karen Webb
Kari Louwagie
Jordan & Arisa Lyseng
Camilla Madson & Steve Obaid
Kathy & Richard Magnus
Yordanos Kitlu-Martin & Tootie Martin
Walter Meadley
Brian Mogren
Lawrence & Cindy Mohr
Drew Mullen
John & Diane Munger

Beth & Stuart Heinly Munk
Marina Muñoz Lyon
Kristen Murray
Kirk Nelson*
Nancy Kadlec & Patricia Neuman
Dana Nissen & Agnes Kwanza Yu
Bill & Dee † Nord
Shannon O’Brien
Amy Oliver
Erik & Grace Olson
David & Nancy Olson
Matthew Olson & Maureen Ayers Looby
Josh & Leslie Olson*
Diane Ott-Hager
Mikyoung Park
Aneesa Parks
Stephan & Mary Patnode
Jim Pence
Jonathan Flak & Cheryl Persigehl
Christine Peter
Sharon M. Peterson
Fern Peterson
Delores Peterson
Dwight & Janis Peterson
Richard & Patty Pieper
Paul Pribbenow
Kathy Prince
Paula Rabine
Martin Rathjen
Paul & Bhagwattie Raymond
Beth Wolslegel
Neisha Reynolds
Vernon Rice
Thomas & Linda H. Ritchie
Audrey & Bob Rogness
Erik Strand
Donald Rudrud
Gary & Vikki Scharmer
David & Carolyn Scherer
Sara Schoen & Liz Aram
Rebecca Schoff & Charles Schoff Jr.
Timothy Schroeder
W. D. Schwitzer
Erica Schwitzer

Michael Hupp & Claire Schwitzer
Kent & Linda Schwitzer
David & Jan Sellman
Dale & Pat Simonson
John Clark & Mary Simonson Clark
Matthew Skinner
Dennis Skovsted & Jill Griffin
Amy Spomer & Sally Yelkin
Sarah M. Stadie
Michael Stadie
Deborah & Neil Stehlin
Robin Steinke
Barbara Stroud-Borth
John Byom & Eileen Supple
Leslie Swiggum
Marilu & Stuart Thomas
Janet & Terrie Thompson
Matthew Trefz & Karis Thompson
James & Carol Turbenson
John A. & Jennifer Urbanski
Christina Vaughan
Joseph & Deanne Vaughan
Dan & Diane Waarvik
Jerry & Karen Wahl
Maureen Warren
Barbara Watson
Rich & Susan M. Weaver
Peter Wemeier
Carol Wentland
Kim Werst
Andrea Westby & Joe Kauffman
Benjamin Whalen
Jonathan & Tracy Wiese
T. & Mary Lou Williams
Chris & Andrijana Williams
Naomi Loges & Mark Woell*
Andrea Wynands
Patrick & Stephanie Yoon
Laurel & Merrill Zieman

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
Amazon Smiles Foundation
Ameriprise
ArtPlace America
Calvary Lutheran Church
Conley Family Foundation
Fairview Health Services
Faith Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church
In Faith
MEdtronic
Minneapolis Area Synod
Otto Bremer Trust
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Step Up Minneapolis

Sundet Family Foundation
Thrivent Financial
Utepils Brewing Company
Westwood Lutheran Church
Youthprise

Breaking Bread Cafe and Appetite for
Change
Christ English Lutheran Church
City of Lakes Community Land Trust
CURA
Fairview Health Services
Harrison Neighborhood Association
Loppet Foundation
Metro Blooms
Nice Ride MN
Northpoint Health & Wellness
River of Life Lutheran Church
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Slow Roll
St. Paul Neighborhood Network
Urban Homeworks

CORPORATE MATCHING DONORS
Ameriprise
Lurie LLP
Medtronic
Thrivent Financial
STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Appetite for Change
Augsburg University
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Former & current RCFL board members
*Gifts that generated employer matching funds
† Deceased

If you feel there is an error, please contact us so we can correct our records. (612) 374-4139 ext. 14
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“To know that I am being a part of an organization that
helps break the chains of poverty, not only physically, but
also in the people’s minds.... That’s what motivates me.”
Tootie Martin Donor & RCFL Board Member

Board of Directors

Officers
Tom Fiebiger, President
Attorney
Curtis Coats, Vice-President
Public Servant
Carrie Determan, Treasurer
Ford Motor Credit
Dennis Skovstad, Secretary
University of Minnesota (retired)
Kelly Chatman, Executive Director
At-Large Directors
Jeff Felton
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
Nathan Johnson
4RM+ULA Architects
Margit Lund
Thrivent Financial
Tootie Martin
Concordia University
Dwight Peterson
Graco Inc. (retired)
Sara Schoen
University of Minnesota
Dale Simonson
State of Minnesota (retired)

Staff
Redeemer Center
Kelly Chatman, Executive Director
Babette Chatman, Housing & Property
Tyrone Wade, Director of Maintenance
Laurie Beckman Yetzer, Director of Finance
Ian Magnuson, Director of Communications
Neisha Reynolds, Director of Development
Karis Thompson, Community Development
Sara Huelle, Director of Donor Development
Paul Solomon Raymond, Director of
Technology
Traievon Dunlap, Youth Director
Marcell Locust, NLC Coordinator
Tasheante Locust, NLC Coordinator
Payton Bowdry, Youth Staff
Sydney Saygbe, Youth Staff
Mary Simonson Clark, Development
Paul Koopman, Northside Parish Organizer
Beatrice Kanake, Community Garden

Prabana Mendis, Art Organizer
Robert Coleman, Artist-in-Residence
Katherine Parent, Artist-in-Residence
Lutheran Volunteer Corps Volunteers
& Interns
Rigzin Tamchos, Finance and Program
Romario Smith, Youth and Children
Bitta Gordon, Administrative
Dylan Walker, Film & Media
Bex Klafter, Loppet liaison & Events
Sara Hovren, Venture North
Jason Hirsch, Youth and Children
Venture North Bike Walk and Coffee
Helen Collins, Coffee Bar Manager
Austin Austin, General Shop Manager
Deeqa Jama, Barista
Darrow Jones, Service Manager

Will Lumpkins, Barista
Casey Pavek, Shop Manager
Alexis Pennie, Barista
Maike Castro, Mechanic
Imani Waters, Barista
Spencer Sweenet, Mechanic
Simon Fulde-Strate, Service Manager
Diamond Wren, Service Mechanic
Kelly Thao, Coffee Bar Manager
Calvin Battle, Barista
Jasmine Greene, Barista
Jennifer DeCoteau, Barista
Sammy Feahn, Mechanic
Health Commons
Bertha McKinney, Community Liaison
Angela Humphrey, Community Liaison

Mission
RCFL serves as an
agent of hope and
transformation; to
preserve a vibrant
community in the
Harrison neighborhood
and broader North
Minneapolis.
Redeemer Center for Life
1800 Glenwood Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55405
info@redeemercenter.org
612.374.4139
Venture North
1830 Glenwood Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55405
live-it@venturenorthbwc.org
612.377.3029
Fairview Health Commons
RCFL Living Room
1716 Glenwood Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55405

